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Pennsylvania Historical & Museum 

Commission offers the /ŜǊǝŬŜŘ [ƻŎŀƭ 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ DǊŀƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ This 

provides support to develop the 

services needed to administer local 

preservation programs. The deadline to 

apply is October 11, 2019. 

www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/

Grants-Funding/Pages/Certified-Local-

Government.aspx#1  

PECO Green Region  program provides 

grants to any township, borough, city, 

or regional recreational authority within 

PECOΩs service territory in Bucks, 

Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, and 

York counties. The deadline to apply is 

October 31, 2019.  

apps.natlands.org/pecogreenregion/  

DCNR offers a tŜŜǊ ŀƴŘ /ƛǊŎǳƛǘ wƛŘŜǊ 

grant to fund projects that help 

municipalities, counties, multi-

municipal partnerships, and councils of 

governments to increase local capacity 

for recreation, parks, and conservation. 

This grant is offered year-round.  

www.brcgrants.dcnr.pa.gov/  

FEMA offers a CƭƻƻŘ aƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ 

!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ DǊŀƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ for providing 

funding that reduces long-term flood 

damage risk. The deadline to apply is 

January 31, 2020.   

www.fema.gov/flood-mitigation-

assistance-grant-program  
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Upper Bucks Rail Trail 
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Welcome to the 11th issue of 

Planning InSight! We are very 

excited to report on the 

groundbreaking for the Upper 

Bucks Rail Trail (UBRT) and the 

significance of this project. The 

UBRT will be the first of two 

multi-use trails to be built by the county which is 

not associated with or located within one of the 

countyΩs eight parks. The trail will create a 

critical link northwards into Lehigh and 

Northampton Counties. There is no question 

that rails to trails are quality of life drivers with 

economic and social returns on our investment. 

We are currently planning our groundbreaking 

ceremony for our second rails to trail project as 

we look to construct the second non-park multi-

use trail, the Newtown Rail Trail (NRT) in Upper 

Southampton. 

The NRT will be a major component of the 

Circuit Trails and will directly link to the 

Pennypack Trail in Montgomery County at 

County Line Road, creating a direct link to 

Philadelphia and other points south. Both of 

these projects are testaments to the County 

Commissioners and their ongoing support and 

investment in Bucks CountyΩs open space and 

economic development initiatives. We look 

forward to the ribbon cuttings in the latter part 

of 2020. See you on the trails! 

My door is always open and I may be reached via 

email or phone at estone@buckscounty.org or 

215.345.3401. I look forward to hearing from 

you and welcome your feedback. 

Enjoy tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ Lƴ{ƛƎƘǘΗ 
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Where is the oldest continuously 

running inn located in Bucks County? 

On August 21st, the Bucks County 

Commissioners were joined by 60 government 

officials, planners, engineers, transportation 

experts, trail advocacy groups, and members of 

the public to break ground for the Upper Bucks 

Rail Trail. The celebration was held on the 

grounds of the Shelly Fire Company in Richland, 

beside the railroad right-of-way, currently 

strewn with weeds and old rail ties. More than 

three miles long and 12 feet wide, the trail will 

be built on the right-of-way of the former SEPTA 

Bethlehem Branch rail line. 

Whether by walking, jogging, or biking, in Bucks 

County, the Lehigh Valley, or the rest of 

Southeastern Pennsylvania, this trail will take 

people to a lot of different places. The Upper 

Bucks Rail Trail will improve quality of life in 

Bucks County, and it would not be possible 

without the dedication and efforts of Richard 

Brahler, the Director of Transportation 

Planning, and Paul Gordon, Senior 

Transportation Planner at the BCPC.   

Once completed, the trail will connect the 

county to a regional network of biking and 

walking trails, including VeteranΩs Memorial 

Park in Richland Township and the Saucon 

Valley Trail in Lehigh and Northampton 

counties. A cooperative effort between the 

County, Richland Township, and Springfield 

Township, the Upper Bucks Rail Trail is the first 

Bucks County-sponsored trail outside of a 

county park, with more planned for the future. 

Construction of the rail trail is expected to begin 

this fall and is to be completed by the summer 

of 2020.  

https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/Grants-Funding/Pages/Certified-Local-Government.aspx#1
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/Grants-Funding/Pages/Certified-Local-Government.aspx#1
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Preservation/Grants-Funding/Pages/Certified-Local-Government.aspx#1
https://apps.natlands.org/pecogreenregion/
https://www.brcgrants.dcnr.pa.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/flood-mitigation-assistance-grant-program
https://www.fema.gov/flood-mitigation-assistance-grant-program
mailto:estone@buckscounty.org
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Trivia Answer:  

The Logan Inn in New Hope 
was established in 1727. 

BCPC Wins 

International GIS Award 
The Bucks County Planning Commission has been 

awarded the prestigious Special Achievement in 

GIS (SAG) Award. ESRI, the company that supplies 

the GIS software for Bucks County, awarded the 

Planning Commission the SAG Award for its 

innovation in its use of GIS. The Planning 

Commission was chosen from more than 100,000 

ESRI clients worldwide, and received the award for 

the development of the Maps & Data Portal. The 

portal was constructed to vastly improve data and 

information delivery to County residents. The 

portal highlights Commissioner initiatives and 

provides interactive GIS-based web maps. 

The Maps & Data portal provides the perfect 

format in which to organize and present BCPC 

documents and web maps, and deliver true open 

data for use by the public.  

https://dataportal-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/ 

Bucks County Planning Commission 

National Community 

Planning Month 
The American Planning Association celebrates 

October as National Community Planning 

Month. This month-long recognition focuses 

on the importance of planning and its 

impacts. Planners work to improve the well-

being of all people living in our communities 

by taking a comprehensive perspective. As a 

result, this approach leads to safer and more 

resilient communities. Celebrate with the 

BCPC and learn about the work we do at: 

www.buckscounty.org/PC 

E-Waste Collection with ECOvanta 
With the yearΩs final household hazardous 

waste event behind us, the county has helped 

collect hazardous waste from nearly 5,000 

households from the countyΩs 54 municipalities 

this calendar year.  

 

 

 

 

By any measure, the five events have been 

tremendously successful. Still, the number one 

comment we consistently hear from residents 

at these events isΧ 

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƴȅ 

ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎΗΚέ 

Well, weΩve heard you! And weΩve been in 

communication with ECOvanta about a great 

opportunity that they are offering to provide 

much-desired electronic waste recycling 

services to Bucks County residents. 

ECOvanta, the e-waste arm of the waste 

disposal company Covanta, would like to team 

up with Bucks County municipalities to develop 

an e-waste collection program for residents. 

ECOvanta will collect any covered electronic 

devices (CEDs), which includes TVs, monitors, 

computers, and peripheral devices at no cost. 

Non-CEDs, which includes VCR/DVD/Blu-Ray 

players, stereos, radios, telephones, cell 

phones, gaming systems, set top boxes, and 

various other household electronic devices, are 

also eligible for collection at a rate of $0.25/lb. 

The program can be implemented in a few easy 

steps. First, municipalities will designate a 

permanent location to host their electronics 

collections. Along with that, they will provide 

staff and determine collection hours (typical 

sites are open 4 – у hours per day, 3 – р days 

per week). ECOvanta will provide supplies in 

the form of gaylord boxes, pallets, shrink wrap, 

in addition to training for the municipality who 

will be sorting and palletizing the materials. 

When ready, the municipality will schedule a 

pickup with their ECOvanta contact person. At 

that time, ECOvanta will transport the e-waste 

to its recycling facility in Philadelphia where the 

material is processed. ThatΩs it! 

This is a άŎŀƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎέ opportunity with little or 
no cost to municipalities that directly responds 
to concerns weΩve heard from residents across 
the county. Let us help you get started today. 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to the 
Planning CommissionΩs Recycling Coordinator, 
Deanna Miller. She can be reached via email or 
phone at dmmiller@buckscounty.org or 
215.345.3414. 

http://www.buckscounty.org
mailto:bcpc@buckscounty.org
https://dataportal-bucksgis.opendata.arcgis.com/
http://www.buckscounty.org/government/PlanningCommission
mailto:dmmiller@buckscounty.org

